
s p a h o u n d

pahound finds herself up a tree, 
staring at a mountain. Not any tree, mind 
you, and not any mountain: She is 12 feet 
above a sandy beach in a fragrant, 40- 

foot-tall caoutchouc (rubber) tree, staring at Otemanu, 
the mystical peak of Bora Bora that inspired James  
Michener’s fictional Bali H’ai. The very island where 
South Pacific, a cinematic touchstone of her youth, was 
filmed. Seeking tenderness rather than trouble in Tahiti, 
humming the tune from the movie, she is preparing to 
have the exotic massage of her life.

After experiencing enormous spas of late, I’m ready  
to go native in a more intimate venue. At the Bora Bora  
Lagoon Resort, 77 thatched bungalows surrounded by 
gardens and over the bluest waters on Earth—drenched 
in so much romance that I can’t resist the urge to kiss my 
own hand—I find it. The new Maru Spa has but five treat-
ment rooms, two of them nes-
tled in the treetops. Lost at first, 
I go from large tree to tree de-
manding a massage until one 
answers.

Aside from being the only 
treetop spa in French Polyne-
sia, Maru is distinctive for its 

Easing into  
the perfect, 

skin-nourishing 
water—candles 

flickering, a fresh 
coconut drink 

and pineapple  
slices alongside, 

hibiscus blossoms 
floating—I hear 

birds singing, 
waves lapping.

use of Tahitian techniques, rituals and  
local ingredients used in its exclusive line  
of soothing products. The Sacred Tamanu  
Treatment, a 90-minute, $200 extravaganza 
incorporating tamanu, an herb used for 
centuries as a tropical aid for burns and dry 
skin, beckons. Happily installed in my caou-
tchouc aerie—replete with shower, ceiling 
fan and aforementioned view—I am slath-
ered with tamanu balm to hydrate and detox, cocooned in 
warm towels, and given a hydrating face mask by the ami-
able Ann. Then, as I’m cooled by tropical breezes from 
the lagoon, my neglected scalp is invigoratingly massaged 
with warm Monoi, sacred local oil combining coconut, 
plants and fresh tiare, the national flower of Tahiti.

After a half-hour, it’s time for a brief shower, then  
back to the table for a gentle body massage with Monoi  

oil because of sunburn—yes, Spahound’s 
sunblock has failed her, and she’s lobster- 
red from chin to toes. My muscles, already 
legume-like from the very fact that I am—
let’s face it—in paradise, veritably whisper 
“merci” to me. (Spa tip: Save the brutality for 
Budapest. By custom, Tahitian massage is 
meant to relax the body, not reconfigure it. 

An early study for 
Manao Tupapau, by 
Paul Gauguin (1848–
1903). Could the 
richness of the 
eventual master-
piece (circa 1893–4), 
which hangs in the 
Rijksmuseum in the 
Netherlands, have 
something to do 
with massage oils?

il
lu

st
ra

ti
on

 b
y 

da
ve

 b
ec

k 

s
november 2005 Sky 29

➔

Bora Bora Lagoon Resort & Spa
B.P. 175-98730 Viatape, Bora Bora, French  
Polynesia; 800-860-4095 or 689-60-40-00;  
www.boraboralagoon.com

The Cleansing  
Aura of Bora Bora
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“Maru,” in Tahitian, means “kind, soft  
of sound and touch.”) This could have 
been the happy finale, but the advantage 
of an intimate spa, where I feel like the 
only client, is the chance to customize. 
Longing to prolong contentment, I float 
downstairs for a decadent coconut-milk 
drink and a flower bath in a private 
beachside room. (Part of a three-hour 
“Honeymoon Bliss” treatment—and this  
is the place for a honeymoon—the tub  
is fortunately available.) Easing into  
the perfect, skin-nourishing water—

candles flickering, a fresh coconut drink 
and pineapple slices alongside, hibiscus 
blossoms floating—I hear birds singing, 
waves lapping. Even solo, la vie is indeed 
belle.

After this, one could wade into the 
surf, à la Norman Maine in A Star Is 
Born (another cinematic touchstone), 
and die happy. I waft instead to my over-
the-water bungalow to watch Tahitian 
Television: impossible-colored tropical 
fish swimming beneath my glass-topped 
coffee table. They seem happy . . . but I’m 
happier.—Mary Alice Kellogg
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Splendora!
style + travel november 2005

It all worked for us in Octo-
ber. So much so that we’re 
re-upping for another con-
sultation with Splendora, 
Authority on Fabulous.
Where to Romance The Carneros Inn, 
Napa, California
Where to SpA next The Fairmont Banff 
Springs Willow Stream Spa, Alberta, 
Canada
Where to People-Watch La Palette in Paris
Haute Shopping City Philadelphia
What to sport the annual Harvard-Yale 
game
WHAT TO BAG Goyard Majordome bag
WHAT TO ACCESSORY Dior’s houndstooth 
toothpaste cover
What to Fragrance Royall Lyme
WHAT TO GIFT leather jewelry box
Secret Weapon Hearos earplugs
TRAVEL ESSENTIAL Brooks Brothers’  
Non-Iron shirts
What to Gadget Sony PSP’s Hot Shots 
Golf: Open Tee
iPod Rediscovery Tommy James and  
The Shondells, “Crimson and Clover”
What to Read Haruki Murakami’s The 
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle: A Novel
What to AUDIOBook The Daily Show With 
Jon Stewart Presents America (The Au-
diobook): A Citizen’s Guide to Democracy
What to Eat zucchini-stuffed pork chop
What to Drink Rebujito (Manzanilla 
sherry & Sprite)
Where to Drink It Tía Pol in New York

Find out why Splendora is the Authority 
on Fabulous at www.splendora.com.

more  Bora Bora

hard rock cafes
the americas

acapulco • atlanta • atlantic city • austin • baltimore • bogota • boston 
buenos aires • cabo san lucas • cancun • caracas • chicago • cleveland • cozumel • dallas 

denver • destin • detroit • foxwoods • gatlinburg • grand cayman • guadalajara 
hollywood, ca • hollywood, fl • honolulu • houston • indianapolis • key west • kona 

la jolla •lake tahoe • las vegas • los angeles • louisville • maui • memphis
mexico city • miamiminneapolis • montreal • myrtle beach • nashville • nassau

new orleans • new york • niagara falls, canada • niagara falls, ny
orlando • ottawa • panama • philadelphia • phoenix • pittsburgh • puerto vallarta 
rio de janeiro • sacramento • salt lake city • san antonio • san diego • san francisco

san juan • st. louis • tijuana • toronto • toronto - skydome • washington, dc 
asia/pacific

bali • bangkok • beijing • fukuoka • jakarta • hong kong • kuala lumpur • makati
melbourne • nagoya • osaka • osaka - universal • pattaya • saipan • seoul • singapore

surfer’s paradise • sydney • tamuning • tokyo • tokyo uyeno - eki • yokohama 
europe

amsterdam • athens • barcelona • berlin • birmingham • bristol • cardiff • catania
cologne • copenhagen • dublin • edinburgh • gothenburg • leeds • lisbon • london

madrid • malta • manchester • moscow • munich • nottingham • paris • rome • stockholm
middle east

beirut • cairo • dubai • hurghada • kuwait • manama • sharm el sheikh

hard rock hotels & casinos
bali • chicago • hollywood, fl • las vegas • madrid (coming soon) • manchester

orlando • pattaya • san diego (coming soon) • tampa

hardrock.com
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